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INTRODUCTION. 


The National School of Oratory was 
organized September ist, 1873. The ex- 
ercises of its public inauguration were 
held in the American Academy of Music, 
June nth, 1874. The honorary oration 
constitutes a prominent feature of the 
Annual Commencement in connection 
with the prize contest, and the presenta- 
tion of diplomas. The first was deliv- 
ered by Hon. John W. Forney, and 
the second by Dr. J. G. Holland. We 
publish herewith the oration of Rev, 
Henry Ward Beecher, delivered upon 
the occasion of the Third Annual Com- 
mencement, held May 29th, 1876. The 
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following from the opening report of 
the Philadelphia Evening Telegraph will 
best introduce this interesting occasion. 

" Despite the inclemency of the weather 
last evening a fashionable and apprecia- 
tive audience assembled at the Academy 
of Music for the purpose of welcoming 
and listening to an oration by the Rev. 
Henry Ward Beecher, on the occasion of 
the third annual commencement and 
grand prize contest of the National 
School of Oratory, of which Professor 
J. >W. Shoemaker, A.M., is Principal. 
The body of the house was filled, and 
many were forced to ascend to the gal- 
leries in prder to secure seats. While 
the audience was gathering, Carl Sentz's 
Parlor Orchestra discoursed Banditen- 
striche^ Cagliostro^ and selections from 
the opera of Fra Diavolo^ in a manner 
to call forth rounds of applause. 


'^ There is nothing that draws men more 
quickly to any centre than the hope of 
hearing important • subjects wisely dis- 
cussed with full fervor of manhood ; and 
that is oratory — ^truth bearing upon con- 
duct, and character set home by the living ^ 
force of the full man. And nowhere, in 
the field, in the forum, in the pulpit, or 
in schools, is there found to be a living 
voice that informs of beauty, traces rug- 
ged truth, and gives force and energy to 
its utterance, that people do not crowd 
and throng there. 

We have demonstrations enough, for- 
tunately, to show that truth alone is not ^ 
sufficient ; for truth is the arrow, but 
man is the bow that sends it home. 
TJjere be many men who are the light 
of the pulpit, whose thought is profound, 
whose learning is universal, but whose 
offices are unspeakably dull. Th^y do 


